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Aims and objectives 

• Understand what effective development of English and maths 
skills looks like 

• Consider what makes outstanding development of English and 
maths skills under the new CIF 2015 

• Gain confidence in helping learners develop English and 
maths skills to help with progression to Apprenticeships 

• Experience a range of practical strategies to help overcome 
barriers and develop English and maths skills 

• What else? 
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In pairs take turns to; 

• Describe your best learning experience. It could be 

any learning. 

• The listener should try to pick out the key features of 

what made it such a good experience and note them 

down. 

• Swap over. 

• \b 

Best learning experience 

 



Learner’s work 

I’m oly gust from Secondery 
school so all this is new to me. 
I like animals and sciance. I 
love art. I would love to be an 
animater when I am older (the 
Dremworks). I’lld love to run 
it. (to become a produser of 
my one cumpany) and I 
realy hope to inprove my 
Ingalish and my horid 
speillings. 

 



What is embedding? 

• Imagine you are observing a lesson where 
outstanding embedding of English and maths  
is going on. 

• Discuss on your table; 

• What can you see? Be specific 

• What are learners doing? 

• What is the tutor doing? 
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Developing English and maths 
skills 

Attitude 

– Acceptance that it is part of our job to develop English and 
maths skills, as well as vocational skills 

Awareness 

– Taking or creating opportunities to develop English and 
maths skills 

Activities 

– Ideas and strategies to develop English and maths skills 



Free writing 

 

Look at the example of writing from a learner 

Decide; 

• What are the main issues? 

• Be specific. 

• What could you help with? 

• What would you want to know more about before helping? 
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Free Writing 

I left home at 8 oclock. I had get the dogs food 
ready in a rush because the bus comes at 5 
past 8 and I didnt want to miss it it was 
packd! The traffick was terible it was after 
half past when I got off. then I had walk to 
the centre whitch takes at least 20 minutes 
and its up a hill so my legs realy hurt when I 
got there.I was ready for a cup of coffee.  
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Spelling strategies 

• Memory tricks desperate; banana; guardian 

• Sounding out (bus-i-ness; be-a-u-ti-ful) 

• Mnemonics (necessary, rhythm) 

• Similar endings traffic; picnic; panic;  

• Look, say, cover, write 
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Spelling strategies (cont.) 

I meet my Friends 

on a FRI-day 
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Spelling strategies (cont.) 

If you were desperate what 

might you be desperate 

for? 

 

Separate is the one that has 

the “a” 
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Spelling strategies (cont.) 

 

Remember  

Guardians carry Guns! 
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Spelling strategies (cont.) 

How many “ends” does a 

banana have?  

Only two!!! 
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Spelling strategies (cont.) 

Most important, If a learner asks you for a spelling follow this 

rule; 

• Say “have a go yourself on this piece of paper, it doesn’t 

matter if you get it wrong”. 

• Avoid spelling out words verbally. Spelling is a visual skill. 

• Look at the part of the word that they have trouble with and 

help them with one of the strategies we have looked at. 
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Fact and Opinion 

• Look at the name on the flip chart. 

• Write something that you know about this person. 

• Use a post-it note. 

• Write only one thing per post-it note. 

• Try to write 3 post it notes. 

©) Terry Sharrock 



Bell Activity Quiz 

• Who said; “Don’t worry about your difficulties with maths. I 
can assure you mine are greater!”? 

• What name for a branch of mathematics translates from 
Spanish as “fixing a broken arm”? 

• Whose theorem do carpenters, joiners (and others) need to 
know? 

• What is generally considered the earliest form of counting 
machine? 

• What mathematical term for an angle gave Duran Duran a 
title for a hit single in the ‘80s? 
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Starter Activities 

• There are a number of starter activities that can engage 
learners with numbers. 

• Try this one yourself 

• You will probably need a calculator! 
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What’s your age and your house number? 

1. Write down your house number. 

2.  Double it. 

3. Add the number of days in a week. 

4. Multiply by 50. 

5. Add your age. 

6. Subtract the number of days in a year. (not a leap 
year) 

7. Add 15 

The answer is your house number and your age! 

Can you explain why this works? 
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Cups and coins 

• You have 4 cups and 15 coins 

• Your task is to arrange the coins in the 4 cups so that you can 
make every value from 1 to 15 
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Teaching Graphs 

• Look at the blank graph 

• Complete the graph with any data you want 

• Swap your graph with another group 

• See if they can “read” your graph! 

• Check features such as the scale. Does it make sense? 
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What numeracy skills do we need to 

develop? 

• Complete the questions 

• In your workbook note; 

– What skills do you have to have to be able to answer this 
question? 

– What specific number skills do you need? E.g. addition, 
percentages etc. 

– How might you help your learners develop these skills? 
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• Look at the app.   

• www.mathseverywhere.org.uk  

• Discuss how you might encourage students to use 
blended learning, such as the example above. 

22 

What numeracy skills do we need to 

develop? 



It’s all about…….Attitude 

A 

A =1% H=8% O-=15 V=22% 

B= 2% I=9% P=16% W=23% 

C=3% J=10% Q=17% X=24% 

D=4% K=11% R=18% Y=25% 

E=5% L=12% S=19% Z=26% 

F=6% M=13% T=20% 

G=7% N=14% U=21% 
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Look at the table above. If you add up the value of each letter, 
what percentage is the word “Attitude” worth?  



Making change stick 

• Considering what you have learned today, start to think about the 

kinds of changes you will make when you get back to your 

organisation, and which actions will be your immediate priority 

• Please use the sheet provided to capture a change you will make 

• Remember your enthusiasm will have an important part to play in 

making change happen….. 

© Terry Sharrock 



Summary 

• You can support English and maths needs of your learners 

• You do not need to be a English or maths teacher! 

• Know what you can help with and when you might need 
specialist help 

• Use these simple strategies to help your learners and build 
your own confidence, so that they can progress  

• Remember the starfish! 
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Remember the starfish! 

© Terry Sharrock 


